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BISHOP HENDERSON CE VA PRIMARY SCHOOL, TAUNTON
ADMISSIONS POLICY
This Admissions Policy is for 2010 year of entry.  

It should be read in conjunction with the Definitions overleaf

Parents are invited to register their children and encouraged to visit the school.  If our published Admission Number (AN) is reached, the Governors offer places according to the agreed admission criteria and appeal forms are sent to parents who have not been offered a place for their child.

Places will be strictly allocated in accordance with the National Equal Preference with ranking allocation method.
The school will be required to admit a child with a Statement of Special Educational Needs (SEN), if the Statement names the school.

The admission criteria in order of priority are:

1. “Looked After Children” (children in the care of the Local Authority).

2. Children without a Statement of Special Educational Needs whose school placement has been identified by a multi-agency professional team, and can be supported by written evidence at the time of application.

3. Children whose home address is in the catchment area (see map), with an older sibling at the school at the time of admission, and who live at the same address.

4. Children of parent/carer who is a practising member of St George’s Church, Wilton, or St Michael’s Church, Galmington and whose home address is within the catchment area.

5. Children of parent/carer who is a practising member of a Christian denomination and whose home address is within the catchment area.

6. Children whose home address is in the catchment area.   

7. Children whose home address is outside the catchment area, with an older sibling at the school at the time of admission, living at the same address. 

8. Children of families who are practising members of St George’s Church, Wilton, or St Michael’s Church, Galmington and whose home address is outside the catchment area.  

9. Children of families who are practising members of a Christian denomination and whose home address is outside the catchment area.

10. Children whose home address is outside the catchment area but nearest to the school as measured by a straight line on a map.

In line with other local schools, a letter is sent out prior to children starting in the September offering a place at the school and requesting parents to confirm their acceptance of the place.

In the summer term, meetings are held for parents to introduce them to the school and staff and explain the induction procedure.  Children are also invited to attend a weekly pre-school group held in the Reception unit in the summer term.

October 2008
ADMISSIONS: DEFINITIONS AND FREQUENTLY USED

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

Siblings

For the purposes of Admissions, a sibling is defined as a child living at the same address as a half or full brother or sister, an adoptive brother or sister or children of the same household.

Parent or parent/carer

Natural parents, whether they are married or not, any person who, although not a natural parent, has parental responsibility for a child or young person. Any person who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child or young person (having care of a child or young person means that a person with whom the child lives and who looks after the chid, irrespective of what their relationship is with the chid is considered to be a parent in education law).

Multiple birth applications (for example twins)

In the case of multiple birth applications, the published admission number for the school concerned will be increased at the point of allocation to ensure multiple birth siblings can be allocated places at the same school (sibling definition applies). 

Infant class size legislation prevents the Authority from applying this approach where admitting these children would breach the statutory limit of 30 key stage 1 children per qualified teacher.  Where it is clear that the school concerned cannot restructure its classes to avoid this situation, multiple birth siblings will be refused.

 

Home Address

The home address is important as school places are allocated on the basis of the home address of each child.  A child’s home address is considered to be where the child spends the majority of their time with the person(s) who have care of the child.   

Documentary evidence of ownership or rental agreement may be required, together with proof of actual permanent residence at the property concerned. Places cannot be allocated on the basis of intended future changes of address unless house moves have been confirmed through the exchange of contracts or the signing of a formal lease agreement. The Local Authority reserves the right to seek further documentary evidence to support your claim to residence.
Please note that the School is unable to allocate a place to anyone moving into the country from abroad prior to their arrival in the county. We would then require proof of residency as stated above. The only exceptions are children of UK Service personnel and other Crown servants (including Diplomats).

It should also be noted that an address used for childcare arrangements cannot be used as a home address for the purpose of applying for a school place. A fraudulent claim to an address may lead to the withdrawal of the offer of a place.

You must notify The School Admissions Team, County Hall, Taunton of any change of address during the admissions procedure.

Issues relating to shared residency arrangements

Difficulties in the application process can occur where shared residence arrangements are in place and parents/carers of the child submit 2 separate applications for different schools.  In this situation the LA would ask parents try to resolve matters between themselves, and then inform the LA which application should be processed.  Where possible the LA should not be involved in private disputes.

The LA does recognise however, that there may be situations where parents cannot reach an agreement between themselves and it is necessary for the LA to reach a decision.  Where this is the case the LA will try to establish the child’s permanent address, as set out above.   

Each parent will be required to write to the LA and inform them of the number of days each week the child spends with them. Where the child spends equal time with both parents the LA may ask for additional information including who is in receipt of child benefit.  Once the LA has received all the necessary information from both parents a decision will be reached based on the evidence provided.  

Church Attendance

Practising Members: Children who themselves or whose parent(s) regularly attend a church or place of Christian Worship which are full members of “Churches Together in Taunton” and/or “Churches Together in England” and/or “Evangelical Alliance”.  The Governing Body would expect regular attendance to be at least twice a month for a period of not less than the previous six months and for this to be confirmed by the Vicar/Priest/Minister in charge.

Distance Measurements

For the purpose of measuring home to school distance, all calculations will be measured using a straight-line measurement from the address point of the home to the address point of the school using the LA’s GIS mapping system.  (Address Point is a dataset that uniquely defines and locates residential, business and public postal addresses in Great Britain. It is created by matching information from Ordnance Survey digital map databases with more than 27 million addresses recorded in the Royal Mail). In the case of multi-level dwellings such as flats, the staircase will be included in the distance measurement.

Equal Preference with Ranking allocation method

This approach requires the Local Authority to rank all applications against the published over-subscription criteria for the school concerned and where schools are over subscribed, places will be allocated up to the published admission number in strict priority order. Where more than one school can be offered, the highest ranked preference will be allocated.

Tie-Breaker 
If there are not enough places to satisfy all the applications under any one criterion, the following will apply:

· For all children whose home is in the catchment area: priority will be given to those who have a longer (straight line measurement) journey, to an alternative school.  


· For children whose home is outside the catchment area: priority will be given to those living nearest the school (straight line measurement).


